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CHAPTER 1

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1. Introduction - Project and Public purpose

Smooth and safe road traffic is an indicator of a nations’ sustainable
development. Traffic congestion and blocks are considered as one of
the major causes of slow economic growth of nations. This is also
termed as a potential cause of road accidents. When a flow of traffic
is facing hurdles or demand for space greater than the available road
capacity leads to Traffic block or Congestion. There are a number of
specific circumstances which cause or aggravate blocks. Stopping of
vehicles for train traffic is one of the major causes of traffic block in
India. Approximately 10-15 minutes are losing due to traffic blocks
due to stoppage of vehicles in railway crossings. This is wasting
time of motorists and passengers and delayed arrival. Inability to
forecast travel time accurately, leading to drivers allocating more
time. For compensating the time lose drivers compelled for fast
driving which leads to accidents. In India it was calculated that an
average 100 million-man days are losing every year due to traffic
blocks in railway crossings. Wastage of fuel due to increased idling,
acceleration and braking increasing air pollution and emissions. All
these lead to heavy economic lose and public health issues.
Constructing over bridges or by passes is the best solution for traffic
blocks due to railway crossing. Construction of bypasses is time
consuming and more land to be acquired and many a time the
purpose is not meet successfully.

Transportation systems are backbone for the development of any
country. There are mainly three type of surface transport system.
Road Transportation system and Railway transportation system and
Water transportation system. When it is required to intersect the two



Transportation systems or even same Transportation system it will
cross either at the same level or at different level. The Bridges are
constructed for intersecting two transport systems at different levels.
The bridge is a structure constructed to span the obstacles, such as
water body, valley, Railway, or Road. The purpose of a bridge is to
provide passage over the obstacle. The bridge may be classified based
on purpose, site condition, construction material, loading standard
and spans. The bridges are classified according to crossing in
following three types. River crossing(The Bridge across a water body),
Viaduct(The Bridge across a deep valley which is without perennial
water is called a viaduct) , Grade Separator( The Bridge built to cross
another route of communication/ Transportation system passing at
different level is called grade separator). When Railway and Road
crossing at same level called Level crossing and when Railway and
Road crossing at different level called grade separator. The grade
Separators are two types like over bridge or under bridge. The
Railway and Roads are crossing at many locations by the means of
Level crossing, Road under bridge or Road Over Bridge. The Road
over bridge (ROB) are constructed where Road alignment crosses
above the Railway alignment. ROBs are usually constructed where
enough space is available for the approaches. The requirement of
vertical clearance for Railway is more than Road section. T hus the
more approach length is required in case of ROB. The vertical
clearance requirement for Railway corridor are much higher.

The ROB are constructed above the Railway track and therefore all
activities of ROB construction are executed above the Rail level
except foundation. The restriction to the Railway movement is very
less during construction of ROB. Usually, no speed restrictions are
required during construction of ROB.

Thaikkattussery is a small village situated between Ollur and
Puthukkad. The area is famous in connection with Thaikkattussery



Mooss, a very famous ayurvedic doctor and his traditional treatment.
Vaidhyarathnam Ayurveda hospital founded by Dr.Mooss is the
major Ayurveda institution is situated in the area. Because of its
nearness to district headquarters Thrissur Thaikkattussery, Ollur
area is having much residential importance. Ollur - Puthukkad road
which connected Thaikkattussery to national highway and District
headquarters is one of the busiest PWD road in the district. As per
the traffic study per day near about 3400 vehicles are passing
through the road out of it 1900 are heavy vehicles. The railway level
cross is the major hurdle in the smooth traffic through Ollur -
Puthukkad road. Near about 20 trains are passing through the level
cross during the day time. It shows that an approximately 2-2 1/2
hours are average closing time of the gate in day time. This is the
reason the peoples representatives and residence in the area
approach government for construction of an ROB in Thaikkattussery
level cross. Indian Railway also having a plan to make leve] Cross
free train traffic by 2025. These are the background of the proposed
ROB project in Thaikkattussery. Govt. of Kerala give administrative
sanction in 2018 but due to some technical reason further progress
was little delayed. In 2022 Government initiated land acquisition
process for the project and notification for social impact assessment
issued. This report was prepared as part of the study.

1.2 Location

Project area is located very near to Thaikkattussery junction in Ollur
- Puthukkad road. Due to the presence of Ayurveda hospital and
allied institutions, the area is famous for Ayurvedic treatment and
ayurvedic tourism. Several people far from the district and state are
reaching the area for ayurvedic treatment. The project location is
primarily a residential area. But paddy lands and agricultural lands
are also having its presence in the location. The area coming under
Thrissur corporation and having are urbanized residential pattern.
The area is well connected with PWD and panchayath roads and



situated10 k.m. from district quarters and 45 k.m. from Kochi Inter
National Airport. National high way is passing just 5 k.m. away from
the area.

1.3 Size and Attributes of Land Acquisition

Land Acquisition Authority

The Special Tahsildar LA(General) office Thrissur prepares the
acquisition details including land sketch and extent of acquisition
etc. Boundary stones were laid for proposed acquisition lands.
Deputy Collector (LA), Thirssur is the supervising authority of the
whole acquisition process.

Details of project affected families

The social Impact Assessment Survey finds thatl9 Title Holders
including 1 property belongs to a temple affected by the project. The
Socio-Cultural and Economic details of the project affected title
holders shows that all are belongs to middle class or upper middle
class except three. The literacy level of Title Holders says that all are
having 10t and above educational qualifications. All the title holders
are living in the area more than twenty years except three which are
having fifteen vyears. Religious distribution shows that 11 title
holders are Christian and eight are Hindus. Gender distribution
shows that all title holders are male except one.

Details of the acquiring land

Project area is situated in the Ollur- Puthukkad road and Very near
to Thaikkattussery junction. The proposed project is to construct a
ROB in the level cross of Ollur-Puthukkad road. Project are is defined
as both sides of the level cross of Puthukkad - Ollur road having a
total length of 500mtrs. The project area consist of residential places,
agricultural land cultural properties. Few cents of railway land is also
come under the project area. 5% of project area is paddy land but it



will not affect the paddy cultivation in the area. Sixteen residential
properties and one cultural property are come under the project area.

Socio Economic and Cultural Profile

The Socio-Cultural and Economic details of the project affected title
holders shows that all are belongs to middle class or upper middle
class except three. The literacy level of Title Holders says that all are
having 10* and above educational qualifications. All the title holders
are living in the area more than twenty years except three which are
having fifteen vyears. Religious distribution shows that 11 title
holders are Christian and eight are Hindus. Gender distribution
shows that all title holders are male except one.

1.4. Alternatives

During the study no feasible alternatives of the project was suggested
either by people’s representatives or from public.

1.5. Social Impact

The primary impact of the project is the loss of three residential
houses, one commercial unit and 16 residential lands and two
agricultural lands and one cultural property. Those who are losing
residential houses is not having sufficient land to rebuild their
residence. Therefore the project impact on these families are
considered as high. Those who are losing the residential land in front
of their houses may face the impact of losing frontage of residential
houses. But all affected land owners were anticipated this impact
because of their land and residential nature which is very near to the
level cross and Ollur - Puthukkad road. The losing commercial unit
lLe. a tea shop working in the area in last 10 years. The affected

cultural property is belongs to temple which is situated near by the
project area.



The project may resolve the traffic issues in the area and it may
appreciate the land value and it will help socio economic status of the

area.

1.6 Mitigation Measures

' S1.No

Risk |
Assumed

Approach

Mitigation Strategy |
|

1

Loss
Residence

of | Rehabilitation/
Compensation

Ensure rehabilitation. |
Compensate the loss. Case |
by  case approach in|
resettlement. Eg Relaxation
in municipal Act
etc.Grievance regarding the |
valuation and missing of |
structure will redress in time
bound manner.

Loss of Part of
Residence

Rehabilitation/
Compensation

|
|

Ensure rehabilitation.
Compensate the loss. Case
by case approach in ‘
resettlement. Eg Relaxation
in  municipal Act etc.
Grievance  regarding the
valuation and missing of
structure will redress in time
bound manner.

|
—

]
3 Loss of Part of | Compensation Compensate the loss.

land :‘ |
4 Loss of Part of . Compensation Compensate the loss. CaseT
Building by case approach in |
resettlement. Eg Relaxation |

iIn  municipal Act etc.
Grievance regarding the .'
valuation and missing of |

‘ structure will redress in time
| ' bound manner. |




'5 Loss of | Compensation Compensate the loss. =1
structures ]
6 Loss of Part of | Compensation Compensate the loss.
structure o [ e s n e ]
7 Loss of Cash | Compensation Compensate the loss.
Crops
8 Loss of wells | Control/Avoided | Protect as possible. |
9 Loss of access | Control Prepare a resettlement plan
to properties in consultation with Project
Affected Families.Case by
case plan will be informed
well in  advance before |
| starting project construction.
10 Loss of ] Control Prepare a resettlement plan
Access to sub | in consultation with Project
roads ' Affected Families. The plan
for resettlement of access |
will include it in the final
Detailed Project Report.
11 Road is very | Safety/Resettle | Take necessary action for the
near to | ment safety of houses.
houses ]
12 Loss of water Resettle Resettle i
supply pipes |
13 Loss of trees | Compensate & Compensate lose and plant |
Control equal number of trees in ‘
|  government lands.
14 Involved  in | Control ' Ensure community |
land ' participation in the whole |
acquisition | ' process. .
process N
15 Grievance Control Functional grievance ‘
redressal committee at |

village and district level. |
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1.7. Detailed mitigation Plan

T ' —
' o © | © v
28 |88 |ng |2 2 |18 &
5 & 29 |8 | &3 EHaBH el o
5 E 2§ s = S ol fEI|IE O
Ao L Z = = s la = |
Loss of Negative |Possible| Maximu | Mediu High | Compensat
Residence m m e the loss.
Loss of part | Negative |Possible| Maximu | Mediu High | Compensat |
of Residence m m e the loss.
|
Loss of Part | Negative |Possible| Maximu | Maxim Mediu| Compensat |
of land m um m e the loss.
|
Loss of Negative Possible Maximu | Maxim Mediu| Compensat |
structures m um m e the loss.
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Loss of Part
of Building

Negative

Loss of Part
of structure

Possible

Maximu

Maxim
um

Mediu

Compensat |
e the loss.
Case by
case
approach in
resettlemen |
t. Eg
Relaxation
in
municipal |
Act
etc.Grievan
ce regarding

the
valuation |
and missing ‘
of structure ‘
will redress
in time
bound
manner.

Ne gative

Possible |

Maximu

Maxim
um

Mediu

Compensat
e the loss.

Loss of Cash
Crops

Negative

Possible

Medium

Minim
um

Low

Compensat |
e the loss. ‘

Loss of wells

Negative

b

Possible

Low

Minim
um

Low

Protect as ﬁJ
possible.
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Loss of
access to
properties

'N egative

Possible

' Medium |

Mi_rl_im i Low
um

Prepare a
' resettlemen
t plan in
consultatio
n with |
Project
Affected
Families.

Loss of
Access to
sub roads

Negative

Possible

Medium

Minim | Low

um

Prepare a
resettlemen
t plan in
consultatio
n with
Project
Affected
Families.
The plan for
resettlemen |
t of access
will include
it in the
final
Detailed
Project
Report.

Road is very
near to
houses

Negative

Possible

Medium

Minim | Low

um

Take
necessary
action for |
the safety of
houses.
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Loss of | Negative [Possible] Low | Minim ' Low | Resettle |
water supply um |
pipes ‘
Loss of trees | Negative |Possible| Minimu | Minim Low | Compensat ‘
; | - m um . e lose and
| | plant equal ‘
number of |
trees in
government |
lands. |
Involved in | Positive |Possible Minimu | Minim | Low Ensure |
land m um community i
acquisition participatio ‘
process n in the
| | whole |

process. ‘

Grievance | Positive |Possible Minimu | Minim | Low Functionalﬁi
m um grievance
redressal |
committee |
at village |
‘and district
level.

L . | ___J_ ——l l

1.8 Assessment of Social Costs and Benefits

Even though three residential houses are affected and sixteen title
holders are losing their lands the people in the area supported the
project and corporate to conduct the study. This shows the public
importance of the project. But some of the project affected people is
having a concern about the alignment. They had a grievance that the
alignment was fixed without considering the exiting road center as

14



the Centre of the new construction. Therefore the project alignment
was shifted to one side by note affecting the other side. The affected
residential house owners is not having sufficient land to constructed
new houses. This should be consider while fixing compensation. After
the implementation of the project few of the houses near by the
project may face the problem of access and levels. Technical experts
of the requisition authority should have discussion with these
families and explain the plan of implementation. This may reduce the
impact marginal. The project may reduce the traffic block in the area
and it will increases the traffic through the Ollur - Puthukkad road.
This will appreciate the land value and help the socio - economic
development of the area. During the study no feasible alternatives of
the project was suggested either by people’s representatives or from
public. The above factors shows that.

The direct impact can be mitigated through proper compensation,
determination and public participation. By considering the public
importance the Government treated the Project as an important
infrastructure development and initiated action to frame the project
as public purpose under the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement
Act, 2013 (30 of 2013) Section 2 (1)(b)(iii). It is in this base,
Government of Kerala notified to initiate acquisition procedure. The
SIA study reiterated the public importance of the project and its
ability to address the social impact.

Therefore, the project has to be implemented.

SAJU V ITTY,
CHAIRMAN,
SIA UNIT
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